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               MISSION: GVCS shall champion 
              education, a healthy lifestyle and 
   community involvement by incorporating    
    resources to inspire and empower all 
                          to be successful in life. 
                VISION: GVCS will achieve 
       global recognition as a model for
    innovative learning and excellence.

The annual homecoming weekend was held September 28 & 29, 
  preceded by Spirit Week September 24-28.  Students enjoyed a pep rally
   ending with a tug of war on Friday.  Several events took place including 
        soccer, volleyball. alumni soccer, Homecoming Dance, Wall of Fame Inductions                 
                               and the Soccer Field Dedication Ceremony.  Class/Club tents with                
                                        fun activities were available.  A big thank you to everyone 
                                                               who made this weekend a success! 

HOMECOMING HIGHLIGHTS 2018
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Dear Genesee Valley Community, 

As Thanksgiving approaches, we have a great deal to be thankful for here at the Gen-
esee Valley Central School District.  I would like to share with you what I am thankful 
for as the Superintendent of GVCS:

• I am thankful for the outstanding students who come to school daily eager to learn.  
The energy they bring makes the building come alive!

• I am thankful for the dedicated teachers, teacher aides, 
teacher assistants, bus drivers, cafeteria workers, admin-
istrators, office staff, custodians and cleaners who give 
so much to make GVCS a truly special place.  I am very 
proud of the outstanding professionals who give so much 
of their time to support the students of our community.

• I am thankful to serve with a Board of Education who truly 
cares about what is best for students, staff and the commu-
nity.  They are committed to making GVCS a community 
focused district and the best school in the country.  

• I am thankful for the parents, grandparents and volunteers 
who donate time and expertise so generously to support 
the district. 

We are committed to developing a student-centered, community focused district that 
offers programming to support students, families and the community.  Examples of those 
programs include the Pre-Kindergarten Classes, After-School Program and the Com-
munity Eligibility Program (Free meals and snacks for all students) that we currently 
provide to students.  We are actively seeking additional opportunities to expand services 
to families and the community.

Phase 2 of the GVCS Capital Project is underway.  We are very excited about the 
progress to date and anticipate the completion of the new Innovation Center, Technology 
classroom and Community Fitness Center.

I hope you enjoy the upcoming holiday season and look forward to seeing you at one 
of the many district events.

Sincerely,

Dr. Brian Schmitt
Superintendent, Genesee Valley CSD

From the Superintendent

Reasons to be Thankful are 
Bountiful in GVCS Community

GVCS will use the School Messenger phone system to notify parents with 
a recorded phone call, when school is closed or delayed. The district uses stu-
dent information in Power School, student information software. If your phone 
number recently changed, please contact Denise Baker at 585-268-7937 or e-mail 
dbaker@genvalley.org with changes.

We also announce closings and delays on TV Channels 2, 4, 7 and Spectrum, 
along with local radio stations: WZKZ 101.9 FM, WLSV 790 AM, WJQZ 103.5 
FM and WPIG 95.7

By Sara Donlon, 
7-12 Principal

It is with great excitement that I write 
this letter as your new 7-12 Principal! 
Many of you already know me as a Social 
Studies teacher at Genesee Valley for the 
past 11 years. For those who do not know 
me, allow me to introduce myself. 

I grew up in Cuba and graduated from 
Cuba-Rushford Central School. After 
high school, I attended Roberts Wesleyan 
College in Rochester. I moved back to Al-
legany County after graduating and started 
working with Genesee Valley students as 
the coordinator of the peer-tutoring pro-
gram for Literacy Volunteers of Allegany 
County. In 2007, I joined the secondary 
social studies department at Genesee 
Valley. In this capacity, I have served as 
the advisor for many classes and clubs, 
most recently National Honor Society and 
Scholastic Challenge.  I have also taught 
summer school and driver education class-
es. I live in Scio with my husband Jeremy 
who is also a social studies teacher.

Genesee Valley is where I started my 
career and it feels completely natural to 
transition from the classroom to adminis-
tration in a district that I truly know and 
love. I believe that educational success is 
a result of building positive relationships 
between parents, students, faculty/staff, 
and community members. I look forward 
to nurturing existing relationships as well 
as forming new ones this school year. 

It is a privilege to play such an integral 
role in the direction of our school dis-
trict. I look forward to collaborating with 
stakeholders to further our district goals 
and initiatives. Please do not hesitate to 

contact me if you have 
any questions or 
concerns. Go Jags!

Donlon Assumes 
7-12 Principal Role 

Stay Tuned for Closings & Delays
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The Capital Project work is underway as you can see by these pictures 
of the new gym floor, technology upgrades and site work for the new 
STEAM Room and Community Fitness Center. 

Capital Project:  
Full STEAM Ahead

The Dental Health & Wellness 
Program recently finished signing up 
students for their first round of clean-
ings for the 2018-19 school year. 

In partnership with the Regional Pri-
mary Care Network, the dental team 
spent seven days at GVCS cleaning 
the teeth of 59 students - 11 of whom 
had never been to a dentist. 

All PK3-6th grade students received 
a toothbrush and toothpaste at the 
beginning of the school year, as a 
way to encourage them to brighten 
their smiles and take care of their oral 
health. 

Look out for the Tooth Fairy later on 
this year, many fun classroom visits 
will take place! 

Nearly 60 Students 
Receive Free 

Dental Cleanings
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Amber Edmund is our newly hired 7-12 Principal’s Secre-
tary. Amber is a 2006 graduate of Genesee Valley. She earned 
her Associates Degree in Human Services from University of 
Phoenix. She previously worked at Allegany Rehabilitation 
Associates as an Administrative Assistant. She resides in Bel-
mont with her husband Michael and two daughters – Amelia 
and Eloise.  

Kristina Ellis is our newly hired 
Teacher Aide.  Mrs. Ellis attended 
Jamestown Community College for 
Nursing and worked in healthcare for 
20 years. In June, she received her 
teaching assistant certification. Kristina 
writes, “Excited to begin a new adventure here at GV.” Her 
hobbies are family time, walking and watching sports.  She 
lives in Bolivar with her husband Anthony. She has a son, two 
daughters and three step-children.

Tory Rounds is our newly hired 
School Security Officer. Mr. Rounds 

grew up in Whitesville and graduated 
from Whitesville Central School. After high school, he at-
tended Corning Community College and studied Law Enforce-
ment. He holds many certifications relating to Law Enforce-
ment. His previous employment includes Public Safety Officer 
at Alfred University, Wellsville Police Department for three 
years, Alfred Police Department for 17 years, Willing Police 
Department and Angelica Police Department. His hobbies 
include family time, cars and ATVs.  He lives in Angelica with 
his wife Melinda and two daughters – Jade and Jasmine.

Erika Scott is our newly hired 
Social Studies Teacher.  She received both undergraduate and 
graduate degrees from SUNY Cortland.  She was previously 
employed for the last 10 years at Whitesville Central School 
teaching 5th grade for eight years and High School Social 
Studies for two years. She served as Class Advisor and was in-
volved with Yearbook Club and Track & Field at Whitesville.  
She writes, “My goal is to have a positive impact on the lives 
of my students and those around me. My objective as a teacher 
is to make students feel successful and prepared for the next 
step in life.” Mrs. Scott resides in Wellsville with her husband 
Shane and three sons – Hendrick, Lennox and Emerson.  

Amber Edmund

Kristina Ellis

New Employees Join
Genesee Valley District

Tory Rounds

Erika Scott

Thursday, November 8 
Parent Teacher Conferences

Only grades 7-12 attend all day
No school grades PK-6

Friday, November 9 
Staff Development Day
No Student Attendance

Monday, November 12 
Veteran’s Day Observed

School Closed

Tuesday, November 20 
Early Dismissal 
PK-12 at 1 p.m.

November 21 – 23
Thanksgiving Break

School Closed

December 24 – January 4 
Christmas/New Year’s Holiday

School Closed 
(Students return Monday, 

January 7, 2019)

Substitute Bus Drivers needed at Gen-
esee Valley Central School. Will train. 
Support Staff application on website: 

www.genvalley.org or call 
585-268-7920. 

Substitute Bus 
Drivers Needed
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The College Overnight 2018 proved to 
be a huge success with the 7th graders! 

We started the journey on Thursday, Oc-
tober 4th, and headed to SUNY Brockport. 
When we arrived we were greeted with 
a few admissions staff members for our 
campus tour. We split up into groups and 
had the pleasure of seeing the gym, a dorm 
room and lounge, and walked through dif-
ferent parts of the campus. One tour guide 
in particular said there are food trucks that 
visit every weekend with free food! 

After our tour, the admissions staff asked 
students what types of careers they were 
interested in and confirmed if they had that 
major at Brockport. They also discussed 
the importance of grades and school, 
community involvement, and how it is 
relevant for your college application and 
acceptance. 

After lunch, the group headed to Monroe 
Community College in Rochester.  We 
visited MCC’s campus center and many of 
their academic buildings. We learned that 
the elements of the buildings were color 
coded. This color code is based on their 
building number, which was given in the 
order of which the buildings were added to 
the campus.  

Following the campus tour at MCC, we 
returned to the bus for the final stop at 
SUNY Geneseo.  We had a very enthusi-
astic tour guide who was a senior, and she 
expressed a great deal of interest in the 
futures of 7th graders. She asked several 
what they were interested in and provided 
a wealth of knowledge about majors 
and even some courses to take. She then 
showed us around campus and crammed 
all 30+ students into one dorm room! 

We then traveled to Batavia and the 
Quality Inn with Palm Island Indoor Wa-
terpark. The students were so excited! We 
arrived and the students quickly took their 
things to their rooms so that they could 
maximize their time in the water park. The 
waterpark was well equipped with slides, 
a water basketball “court”, and a hot tub. 
The students had an absolute blast! 

The next morning the students enjoyed 
a breakfast buffet at the hotel before leav-
ing for Rochester Institute of Technology.  
We met several people who were very 
attentive with their time with our group. 

We split up into groups and learned about 
many different careers that some of us had 
never heard of before.  They also supple-
mented our GVCS STEAM Initiative with 
an activity in which we were able to be a 
“maker” and use Tapigami to do so. Yes, 
Tapigami is a real thing. It’s making struc-
tures with tape. After these fun activities 
we toured their enormous campus and then 

finished the tour at the dining hall. 
Overall, it was a fantastic trip and the 

students were able to see for themselves 
what it looked, felt, and sounded like on a 
college campus. Thank you to Mrs. Slaw-
son, Mrs. Donlon and Dr. Schmitt for pro-
viding this opportunity. Students gained a 
new perspective on what their academic 
careers could look like beyond GVCS.

College Overnight a Success for 7th Graders

On Monday, October 15, the Elementary was treated to a show by Theatre Works 
called “Bubble Trouble”.  Kids learned about surface tension, water adhesion, and 
just how much fun learning could be!  We saw big bubbles, small bubbles, bubbles 
inside of other bubbles, dancing bubbles, and Mr. Ed and a student 
were even put inside a bubble.  Learning at GV can be a blast!

Theatre Works Presents ‘Bubble Trouble’
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Fun at Alfred Farm Days

By Sara Donlon, 7-12 Principal 
As the leaves start to change and the temperatures drop, I 

am filled with gratitude for the Genesee Valley school com-
munity. There is no place I would rather be! I am thankful 
for the students, faculty and community members who make 
up our district. I truly appreciate your continued support as I 
settle in to my new role as principal.

Recently, I had the opportunity to travel with a group of 
teachers to Roswell Park to accept an award from the WNY 
STEM Hub. Genesee Valley was recognized for the many 
STEM activities we offer in grades 7-12, and given the title 
of a “School on the Move- Accomplished Level”. This award 
highlights just one of the many exciting facets of the learning 
environment offered at Genesee Valley.

Parent/Teacher conferences for grades 7-12 are quickly ap-
proaching. Conferences will be held Thursday, November 8th 
from 3:15-5:00pm and 5:30-7:00pm in the cafeteria. Please make every effort to attend, meet your child’s teachers, and hear about the 
great things they are doing in each of their classes. I look forward to seeing you there!

Thank you for the part you play in making our community a wonderful place to live, learn, and grow!

First and second grade students attended the Alfred State 
Farm Days again this year. Even though our kids grow 
up in rural America, many have never been up close to 
cows, chickens and pigs.  What a great experience for our 
students.

School board members take on one of the most important citi-
zen responsibilities - overseeing the education of the communi-
ty’s youth. Boards of Education guide their local school systems 
and ensure public schools are flexible and responsive to the needs 
of the community. School Boards are comprised of volunteers, 
who do not receive any compensation for their service. They 
are individuals within the community who dedicate their time to 
improving public education. 

With children their primary focus, school board members:
•  Create a shared vision for the future of education
•  Set the direction of the school district to achieve the highest 

student performance
•  Provide accountability for student achievement results
•  Develop a budget and present it to the community
•  Align district resources to improve achievement
•  Support a healthy school district culture in which to work 

and to learn 

Board Members complete mandatory courses for Board 
membership. They attend GVCS Board meetings, committee 
meetings, NYS School Boards Association meetings/conven-
tions, Allegany County School Boards Association meetings and 
various school events.  We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank our Board of Education for their dedication to our school:  
Tim Hand, President; Amy Werner, Vice-President; Josh Shan-

non, Fred Grusendorf, Don Baker, Heath Gordon 
and Bev Evans.

Message from Principal Donlon’s Desk

THANK YOU BOE MEMBERS!
School Board Recognition
Week Observed Oct. 22-26
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November Character Word of the 
Month is “Gratitude” – Gratitude is the 
quality of being thankful; readiness to 
show appreciation for and to return kind-
ness.

December Character Word of the 
Month is “Compassion” – Compassion 
is having sympathy and concern for the 
sufferings or misfortunes of others.  When 
you have learned compassion for yourself, 
compassion for oth-
ers is automatic.

CharaCter Words 
of the Month

By Megan Retchless 
On September 21, the 8th graders went on a 

field trip to the Civil War Days in Angelica.  The 
8th graders have been learning about the Civil 
War Era in their STEAM Block. This block takes 
place from 1st-3rd periods daily and integrates 
Technology, Social Studies, and English. This was 
a great opportunity for students as they were able 
to connect what they are learning in class to the 
content discussed at the Civil War Days. 

On this field trip, students learned more about 
what life was like at home for women, specifically 
how women prepared food and did laundry. They 
also learned about proper etiquette at funerals and 
were able to see outfits that women wore while 
grieving the loss of their loved ones. 

They also learned about how difficult life was 
as a soldier, specifically the methods of discipline 
that were used on them. Additionally, they also 
learned about the Underground Railroad and were 
able to sing songs that were sung in hopes for 
freedom. The 8th graders visited stations where 
physicians held mock surgeries on the battlefield 
and they learned more about certain religious ritu-
als that took place during war. 

Finally, students were able to listen to President 
Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. We had a 
great day and can’t wait to visit again next year! 

The annual 
Christmas concert 

and dinner to honor 
our district’s senior 

citizens is scheduled for 
Tuesday, December 11th. 

The concert is presented by the 
high school band and choir and will 
start at 4 p.m. in the GVCS audito-
rium. 

The dinner will take place in the 
school cafeteria immediately follow-
ing the concert. School guides will 
also be available at the front doors to 
assist our special guests in getting to 
the auditorium and cafeteria. 

Visitors are asked not to arrive 
before 3:30 p.m. so that parking 
space is available, once staff mem-
bers leave. We also request that only 
senior citizens living in the GVCS 
district attend.

For reservations, please call Pam 
Winterhalter at 268-7909 by Mon-
day, December 3rd. We look forward 
to sharing this evening with you.

New furniture and a new space in the STEAM room, combined with merging class 
periods and academic disciplines are giving the students an opportunity to explore 
subject matter in a new way. Students can stand, sit, lean and move as needed while they 
work. They can share ideas by writing on the dry-erase work surfaces, or rearrange the 
worktables for different size groups when necessary.

Hands-On Learning 
at Angelica Civil War Days

Exploring Subjects in a New Way

Senior 
Citizens’ 

Christmas 
Dinner 
Dec. 11th 
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GVCS would like to welcome two for-
eign exchange students who will be with us 
for the 2018-19 School year!

Filip Trajkovski is coming to us from 
Macedonia and is staying with Jocia and 
Fred Mellinger.  Filip’s interests include 
soccer and volleyball.  He plays at GV and 
also travel clubs in Macedonia.  He has 
played the accordion for eight years and 
has won two national competitions. Lastly, 
Filip volunteers his time working with 
people with disabilities.  He loves to travel 
and experience new cultures.  Welcome 
Filip!

Goda Gutparakyte is coming to us from 
Lithuania and is staying with Jocia and 
Fred Mellinger.  Goda’s interests include 
volleyball, table tennis, photography, and animals.  She is also part of the Yearbook 
Club.  She enjoys traveling as well as meeting new people and discovering new cultures.  
Welcome Goda! 

SAT and ACT Exams - Any Seniors 
or Juniors considering going to college 
should take one or both of these tests. 
These exams are seen equally by colleges.  
Some two year schools do not require ei-
ther and give an Accuplacer exam.  Please 
check with Mrs. Preston before register-
ing. 

Test fees are $46.00 for ACT and SAT.  
Late fees are applied if registering after 
deadline.  Registration sheets and access 
to the internet to register can be obtained 
in the Guidance office.  There are fee 
waivers available.

Seniors/Guardians of Seniors - Appli-
cations for colleges should be completed 
by the end of November.  Seniors remem-
ber to check your mailbox twice a week 
for scholarship, college, military, gradua-
tion, etc. information.   

PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Ap-
titude Test) - The PSAT was offered to 
Sophomores on October 10th and results 
will be available in December.     

Students Interested in the Military 
- The ASVAB will be offered to any 
interested students on January 9th at 8am.  
Please contact Josie Preston in Guidance 
at 585-268-7928 for further questions/
concerns.  

National Testing Dates for 2018-19 SAT and ACT Exams
SAT Test Date            Registration deadline          Late Registration deadline
December 1, 2018       November 2, 2018       November 20, 2018                 
March 9, 2019             February 8, 2019          February 27, 2019
May 4, 2019          April 5, 2019                  April 24, 2019
June 1, 2019          May 3, 2019                   May 22, 2019

ACT Test Date             Registration deadline          Late Registration deadline
December 8, 2018    November 2, 2018            November 19, 2018
April 13, 2019           March 8, 2019             March 25, 2019
June 8, 2019            May 3, 2019               May 20, 2019

GVCS would like to recognize Ethan Watson, Sawyer Barnes, Dustin Skinner, Dominic Sallazzo, David Holmes, Isiah Goodrich, 
Angelica Giuga, and Dyanna Coble for participating in Boys & Girls State this summer.  Thank you to the Angelica 

and Belmont Legions for financing the experience!  Congratulations!

From the Guidance Office 
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Genesee Valley has clerical staff answering all incoming phone calls from 7:30 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. 

OFFICE PHONE NUMBERS:
Main Operator/Welcome Desk ..................................................................... 585-268-7900
Elementary Principal’s Office ...................................................................... 585-268-7906
MS/HS Principal’s Office ............................................................................ 585-268-7908
District Office ............................................................................................... 585-268-7909
Business Office ............................................................................................ 585-268-7911
CSE Office ................................................................................................... 585-268-7913
Guidance Office ........................................................................................... 585-268-7937
Nurses’s Office ............................................................................................. 585-268-7915
Transportation/Bus Garage .......................................................................... 585-268-7920
Student Attendance Reporting ..................................................................... 585-268-7914
BOCES Office .............................................................................................. 585-268-7945

To leave a message for a teacher, please call the Principals’ Office and your call will be 
transferred to the teacher’s voice mailbox during the school day.

STAFF PHONE NUMBERS:
After School Program .......................................................................................... 268-7940
Baker, Denise (Guidance) .................................................................................... 268-7937
Bradt, Brooke (Social Worker) ............................................................................ 268-7936
Brockway, Bryan (Athletics) ............................................................................... 268-7927
Chamberlain, Chris (Maintenance) ...................................................................... 268-7917
Chamberlain, Maureena (Elementary Office) ...................................................... 268-7906
Edmund, Amber (Middle/High School Office) .................................................... 268-7908
George, Rita (Nurse) ............................................................................................ 268-7914
Healy, Devan (Tax Collector)  ............................................................................. 268-7909
Michells, Paula (Dean of Students/Curriculum Coordinator) .............................. 268-7942
Ostrander, Erin (Business Office) ........................................................................ 268-7902
Pratt, Katherine (7-12 Nurse-RN) ........................................................................ 268-7915
Preston, Josie (Guidance Counselor) ................................................................... 268-7928
Preston, Rachelle (CSE Office) ............................................................................ 268-7913
Reniff, Dawn (Cafeteria)...................................................................................... 268-7916
Scholes, Brittany (Business Office) ..................................................................... 268-7911
Turybury, Jennifer (PK3-6 Guidance Counselor) ................................................ 268-7929
Warner, Linda (Welcome Desk) ........................................................................... 268-7907
Weaver, Willie (Transportation) ........................................................................... 268-7920
Winterhalter, Pam (District Office) ...................................................................... 268-7909

GVCs telephone direCtory

Genesee Valley would like to invite ev-
eryone to a special Veteran’s Recognition 
Concert at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
November 7th. The High School Band is 
excited to recognize the veterans with a 
musical tribute. The concert will include 
music from different eras focused around 
veterans’ time of service. Please come and 
support this musical celebration. 

Other upcoming concerts include:
• Thursday, December 6
 6:15pm – Gr. K-2 Winter Concert
 7:15pm – Gr. 3-4 Winter Concert
• Tuesday, December 11
 4:00pm –Senior Citizens Concert & 

Dinner
 6:30pm – High School Winter Concert
• Thursday, December 13
 6:30pm – Gr. 5-8 

Winter Concert

Our 3PK is enjoying work time.  
Work time looks a lot like play at 
this level.  

Elementary:
8:00am - 7:00pm By appointment – Meet in teacher’s classroom
5:00pm - 5:30pm Break for dinner

Grades 7-12:
8:00am - 3:00pm Regular day of school
3:15pm - 5:00pm Meetings are in the cafeterias
5:00pm - 5:30pm Break for dinner
5:30pm - 7:00pm Resume parent/teacher meetings in the cafeterias

Parent-Teacher Conferences Nov. 8

Work & Play in PK

Veteran’s Recognition
 Highlights Upcoming  

District Concerts
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By Stephanie Anger
Abbi Coble and I had the opportunity to go to Catalina Island off the 

coast of California in late September, through the JASON project. The 
JASON project allows students and teachers from around the nation to 
work alongside scientists, and help them with their research. One of their 
goals is to open students’ eyes to the opportunities they have outside of 
their community and to introduce them to different careers in the field of 
science that they could pursue. They hope that this information, as well 
as the science learned during the trip, will encourage other students to 
become interested in science and the natural world around them. 

The University of South California on Catalina Island, where we 
stayed, is especially passionate about sustainability. They produce much 
of their own electricity through solar panels and turn their food waste 
into black soldier fly larvae, which is fed to their animals. They are also 
conducting experiments on collecting clean water. They hope that their 
efforts will be followed by other areas of the Catalina Islands, such as the 
city of Avalon, as well as other areas around the world as well. 

We had the opportunity to participate in a variety of activities during 
our time on Catalina Island. The first was conducting plankton tows. We 
used a net attached to a plastic collection jar and pulled it through the sea-
water. We used that water to make collection plates that were put under 
microscopes. The first day, we were taught how to look for plankton and 
identified zoo plankton (microscopic animals) and phytoplankton (plant 
cells). The second time we looked for just the phytoplankton because the 
purpose of this research is to watch for harmful algal blooms which are 
dangerous to all the animals in the ocean as well as humans. 

We went hiking and kayaking to look for and count marine animals. 
We saw sea lions, harbor seals, sea turtles, blue heron, cormorants and 
pelicans. We also snorkeled to see under the water and observed moray 
eels, small sharks, sting rays, lobsters and many different types of fish. 
We learned about spearfishing and other ways to fish that are sustain-
able. One night we went night snorkeling. When our flashlights were on, 
whomever was holding it would get hit by fish who were attracted to the 
light. When our flashlights were off we could observe bioluminescence 
when we moved through the water. 

We also got the opportunity to look at tide pools and conduct research. 
All the research we did was logged into the computer for other research-
ers to use in the future. We measured temperature, wind speed and the 
amount of salt in the water. In the tide pools, we sectioned off an area 
and each group took a five meter section. We used a quadrat to count 
the number of organisms such as mussels, limpets, barnacles and certain 
types of seaweed. 

We made great new relationships with other students, teachers, and the 
scientists with whom we worked. Many of the graduate students end up 
staying and working with the University of South California, because 
they enjoy their work there so much. Both Abbi and I hope to stay in 
contact with some of our new friends. 

We are very excited by all that we learned and will be sharing it with 
different elementary school classrooms and the community. The ocean 
is a very important part of our world that we sometimes forget about 
because we do not live near it. All the oceans are connected and we need 

to recycle and use our water conscientiously, so that 
we have clean, useable water in the future. 

Catalina Island Adventure:
Teacher, Student Participate in JASON Project
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Alma Mater
As the years may come and then go by, we will always think of  thee, and in our hearts forevermore, we will sing this melody: 

(refrain) Proudly stands our banner strong and true, for the green and black and white, it forever stands for victory, and for hope 
and love and life. Forever shall our Alma Mater stand for Genesee, while ringing through the valley hills, of  our pride and loyalty.
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Genesee Valley Central School

Tax

Cardio, Core, Strength & More – Mondays and Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m., Saturdays 
at 8:30 a.m. – Instructor Pat Presutti, Call 716-860-8287 for information.

Open Indoor Walking Track – Weekdays 7-8 am, 5-8 pm (except during athletic 
contests & holidays)

Open Swim – Schedule to be announced
Open Gym / Basketball – Days and times to be announced – both gyms & weight 

room open
Open Weight Room – Monday – Friday, 6:30-7:30 a.m., Volunteer contact - Scott 

Grantier 

The GVCS after school program has 
grown to the biggest it has ever been, 
serving up to 73 students in grades PK-6 
daily.  In September, Sargent Matt Graves 
visited our Pre-K and Kindergarten stu-
dents to talk about solutions to bullying.  
Afterwards, they were able to look at the 
Sheriff’s car and pose for a group picture. 
Each month our local Sheriff’s Depart-
ment visits our program to present topics 
on school violence prevention.  Cassan-
dra Bull, Master Gardener, from Cornell 
Cooperative Extension made several visits 
to assist our students with cleaning up the 
community garden.  Weeds were removed, 
top soil and mulch were added and new 
seeds were planted.  We also harvested 
several tomatoes and shared with the 
cafeteria to put out on the salad bar.  Other 
clubs joining us included Wellness with 
Ms. Polito, Art with Miss Deal and Girls 
on the Run and Big Brother Big Sister 
with Mrs. Grantier.  Please contact Stacy 
Schmidt, Extended School Day Director at 
ext. 1432 for more infor-
mation about after 
school care or clubs.  

Fitness Activities Offered at GVCS

Learning Continues 
After School
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Great Turnout at Meet the Teacher Night

By Kennedi Norasethaporn
When was the last time that you hiked in 

a thunderstorm, along a steep hill and in 
the middle of the night? 

My experience was on Columbus Day 
weekend with a group from our Hacking 
Leadership course, seven other students 
and four teachers. We went to Denton 
Hill State Park outside of Galeton, PA and 
backpacked 26 miles within four days. 
The requirement for this was between the 
eight students, we had to carry all of our 
supplies in our packs every day, no matter 
how sore our body was or how blistered 
our feet became. 

The most common thing I saw that 
surprised me most, was no matter the 
situation or the condition a person was 
in, everyone had a positive attitude and 
continued to help each other the entire trip. 
Everyone got along well and I think that is 
what true leadership is. 

Some challenges we faced on the trip 
were on the second day, we had to hike 
11 miles in seven hours. Along the way 
there were two major inclines called 
“Switchback Hill” and “Cardiac Climb” 
that caused some problems for the group. 
We managed to not give up and help each 
other through it. Both climbs took more 
time than expected. We still had at least 
two miles left when a thunderstorm rolled 
in and the sun started to set. Our goal was 
to get to our camp by 5:00 and we did not 
arrive until 10:30! Instead, we walked at 
least two miles in the rain with thunder 
rolling and lightning illuminating our way. 

Some of our fondest memories are 
from that night: seeing deer, singing, the 
swamp, and walking through the river 
instead of across the bridge, which was 20 
feet to our left. That was our biggest chal-
lenge through the whole trip; the entire 
group still held their composure and had 
great attitudes. 

The first day we had a consequence 
of doing push-ups after we left a group 
member behind while hiking. The lesson 
in doing those push-ups was a good leader 
never leaves anyone behind and checks on 
every person for whom they are respon-
sible. Throughout the trip we all demon-
strated leadership and service at various 
points, whether we were a leader or not. 

A few small challenges that 
were thrown our 
way were; the stu-

dents had to navigate completely on their 
own, after it rained our backpacks were 
heavier, and every person was blistered 
and bruised. The students handled these 
challenges well and felt closer because of 
going through these discomforts. There 
was patience, kindness, understanding, 
and positivity the entire time and we all 
got better at so many other traits on this 
trip. Everyone understood that we were all 
in this together. 

The following students participated: 
Spencer Drake, Goda Gutparakyte, 
Ashley McRae, Grace Musingo, Ken-
nedi Norasethaporn, Ethan Porter, Gibson 
Shannon and Filip Trajkovski; along with 
chaperones Mr. Levine, Mrs. Horne, Mr. 
and Mrs. Anger. For any future students 
considering the class Hacking Leadership, 
I would highly recommend it. It is an ex-
perience that you wouldn’t want to miss.

Meet the Teacher Night was a great success! We started in the auditorium with 
teacher introductions and then the Principal introduced herself and outlined expec-
tations for the year. We transitioned to the cafeteria, ate dinner and had the oppor-
tunity to speak with many of our students and parents. It was great to see so many 
families in the building for this event!

Building Leadership One Step at a Time
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This was 
inadvertently 
omitted from 
the Sunday 
Spectator – 
Congratula-
tions to Alexis 
Deichmann for 
being chosen 
for the Weg-
man’s Student 
Athlete of the 
Month!

The GVCS Fall Sports Banquet will be held on Tuesday, November 13 
at 6:00 p.m.  We will start in the auditorium with the coaches of all volley-
ball and soccer teams giving updates on their teams’ season and handing 
out awards.  It will follow with desserts in the High School Cafeteria with 
desserts provided by each player. We hope to see you there; the public is 
welcome to attend.

On Saturday, September 29th, many 
people gathered to help celebrate 
the dedication of the varsity soccer 
field. Mr. Tim Hand, Board President, 
led the ceremony highlighting Judy 
Bliven’s coaching career. 

Judy was a teacher and coach for 33 
years in Allegany County. Judy was 
also a board member for the New York 
State Public High School Athletic As-
sociation.  She served as the school’s 
Athletic Director. 

Coach Bliven’s coaching career 
includes many noteworthy achieve-
ments: she won 7 Section V Girls 
Soccer Championships, was named the 

Fall Sports Banquet Set for Nov. 13

Wegman’s Student 
Athlete of the Month

Field Named in Honor of Former Teacher/Coach
winningest girls soccer coach in New 
York State upon her retirement in 1999 
with a remarkable record of 392 wins, 
81 losses and 31 ties, she was also 
named New York State Girls Soccer 
Coach of the Year in 1995, and held 
15 Allegany County Championship 
Titles.  

Most admirably, during the first year 
of the merger of Angelica Central and 
Belmont Central, Coach Bliven and 
her girls’ soccer team earned the title 
of 1996 Girls Soccer Class D New 
York State Champions. Earning this 
achievement was through excellent 
coaching, leadership and teamwork. 

It brought our two towns together 
giving so much school pride to our 
newly formed Genesee Valley Central 
School. 

Thank you coach Bliven for your 
years of dedication to Belmont Central 
and Genesee Valley Schools; now your 
legacy will live on. 



Genesee Valley Central School14

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

CHARACTER WORD    
OF THE MONTH 
- COMPASSION

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

CHARACTER WORD    
OF THE MONTH 
- GRATITUDE

PLEASE NOTE:  
SPORTS SCHEDULES 
WILL BE PUBLISHED 
IN JAG NEWSLETTERS 
AND GV WEBSITE

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

c a l e n d a r  o f  e v e n t s

November 2018

  December 2018
G e n e s e e  Va l l e y  C e n t r a l  S c h o o l

 - Junior Class Fundraiser 
Continues to 11/11
- Last day to register for 12/1 
SAT

- 12-8pm-JH Area All State 
Music Festival Rehearsal @
Hornell 
- Last day to register for 12/8 
ACT

- 2pm-JH Area All State Music 
Festival Concert @ Hornell - 
SAT Test

- Winter sports practices begin 
- 3:00pm-Leadership Meeting, 
Rm 1215

- Allegany County Board of 
Elections hold vote in pool 
vestibule

- 6:30pm-Veteran's Recognition 
Concert

- Parent Teacher Conferences 
- Only Gr. 7-12 attend (full day)
- No School Gr. PK-6 
NOTE - Parents pick up PK-12 
report cards at conferences

- Staff Development Day - No 
Student Attendance

- School Closed - Veteran's 
Day Observed

- 3:05pm-MS/HS Faculty 
Meeting, Rm 1121 
- 6pm-Fall Sports Banquet

- 3:05pm-Faculty Meeting PK-6, 
LGI Rm. 
- 4pm-PTO Meeting 
- Progress reports available 
on-line/mailed, Gr. 5-12

- 12-8pm-Sr. High Area All State 
Music Festival Rehearsal @
Elmira Southside

- Lego League Tournament @ 
Houghton College 
- 2pm-Sr.High Area All State 
Music Festival Concert @ Elmira 
Southside

- 1pm-Students dismissed - School Closed - 
Thanksgiving Break

- School Closed - Happy 
Thanksgiving

- School Closed - 
Thanksgiving Break

- 5:30pm-Board of Education 
Meeting

- 3:05pm-MS Team Meeting, 
Rm 2108 
- Robotics Pasta Dinner

30 31

- SAT Test

- 3:00pm-Leadership Meeting, 
Rm 1215 
- 12/3-12/14-FBLA Discount 
Cards Sale

- Retake Picture Day - 6:15pm-Gr. K-2 Winter Concert 
- 7:15pm-Gr. 3-4 Winter Concert

- ACT Test

- 3:05pm-MS/HS Faculty 
Meeting, Rm 1121 
- 4pm-Senior Citizens Concert 
& Dinner 
- 6:30pm-HS Winter Concert

- 3:05pm-Faculty Meeting PK-6, 
LGI Rm. 
- 4pm-PTO Meeting

- 6:30pm-Gr. 5-8 Winter Concert

- 5:30pm-Board of Education 
Meeting

- 3:15pm-Curriculum Council 
- 3:05pm-MS Team Meeting, 
Rm 2108

- 8:30am- Gr. 5-8 Spelling Bee

- School Closed - Christmas/
New Year's Holiday Break

- School Closed - 
Merry Christmas!

- School Closed - Christmas/
New Year's Holiday Break

- School Closed - Christmas/
New Year's Holiday Break

- School Closed - Christmas/
New Year's Holiday Break
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01-30 6:00pm at Whitesville 
02-02 2:00pm Eugenio Maria de Hostos
02-06 6:00pm Fillmore
02-12 6:00pm at Andover 
 
Girls’ Modified Basketball
12-13 5:00pm Andover 
12-15 10:00am Wellsville
01-05 10:00am Scio
01-08 5:00pm at Cuba-Rushford
01-10 5:00pm at Whitesville 
01-15 5:00pm at Hinsdale  
01-17 5:00pm Houghton Academy
01-19 10:00am at Scio 
01-24 5:00pm at Bolivar-Richburg
01-26 10:00am Friendship
01-29 TBD Fillmore
02-02 10:00am at Belfast 
02-05 5:00pm Archbishop Walsh 
02-07 5:00pm at Archbishop Walsh
 
Boys’ Varsity Volleyball 
12-05 6:00pm at Arkport
12-07 6:00pm at Cuba-Rushford
12-11 6:00pm at Wellsville
12-18 6:00pm at Bolivar-Richburg
01-09 6:00pm Arkport
01-12 9:00am Arkport, Bolivar-Rich.,  
    Cuba-Rushford, Wellsville
01-16 6:00pm Cuba-Rushford 
01-18 6:00pm Wellsville
01-24 6:00pm Bolivar-Richburg
 
Boys’ Varsity Swimming
11-29 5:00pm at Wayland-Cohocton
12-1 10:00am at Campbell-Savona/ 
    Canisteo-Greenwood
12-04 5:30pm at Alfred Almond
12-14 5:30pm Campbell-Savona
12-17 5:30pm Canisteo Greenwood
12-20 5:30pm Alfred-Almond
01-10 5:30pm Addison 
01-15 5:00pm at Olean
01-17 5:30pm at Canisteo-Greenwood
01-31 5:30pm at Addison

Cheerleading Tournaments
01-19 12:00pm at Penn Yan Elementary  
    vs Penn Yan Academy
01-26 TBD at Wellsville
02-02 10:00am at Canaseraga vs 
    Arkport
02-09 TBD at RIT vs TBD

01-17 6:15pm Houghton Academy
01-19 11:15am at Scio 
01-24 6:15pm at Bolivar Richburg
01-26 11:15am Friendship
01-29 6:15pm Fillmore
02-02 TBD at Belfast 
02-05 6:15pm Archbishop Walsh
02-07 6:15pm at Archbishop Walsh

Girls’ Varsity Basketball 
11-19 5:30pm Hammondsport
11-26 5:30pm Alfred-Almond
12-03 6:00pm at Belfast 
12-05 TBD at Allegany-Limestone 
12-06 7:30pm Bolivar-Richburg
12-08 TBD at Allegany-Limestone 
12-13 7:30pm at Cuba-Rushford
12-17 7:30pm at Hinsdale Central
12-19 7:30pm Whitesville
12-27 4:30pm Campbell-Savona at  
    Keshequa
12-28 TBD at Keshequa Tourn.
01-04 7:30pm at Fillmore 
01-10 7:30pm Andover
01-14 7:30pm Canisteo-Greenwood
01-16 7:30pm at Bolivar Richburg
01-22 7:30pm Cuba-Rushford
01-24 7:30pm Campbell-Savona
01-28 7:30pm Hinsdale
01-30 7:30pm at Whitesville 
02-02 3:30pm vs. Rochester Academy  
    Charter, location TBD
02-06 7:30pm Fillmore
02-12 7:30pm at Andover   
  
Girls’ JV Basketball 
11-19 5:30pm Hammondsport
11-26 5:30pm Alfred-Almond
12-03 6:00pm Portville
12-05 TBD at Allegany-Limestone 
12-06 6:00pm Bolivar-Richburg
12-08 TBD at Allegany-Limestone 
12-13 6:00pm at Cuba-Rushford
12-17 6:00pm at Hinsdale Central
12-19 6:00pm Whitesville
12-27 3:00pm at Keshequa Tourn.
12-28 TBD at Keshequa Tourn.
01-04 6:00pm at Fillmore 
01-10 6:00pm Andover
01-14 6:00pm Canisteo-Greenwood
01-16 6:00pm at Bolivar-Richburg
01-18 6:00pm Hinsdale
01-22 6:00pm Cuba-Rushford
01-24 6:00pm Campbell-Savona

Winter Sports Schedule
Boys’ Varsity Basketball
11-20 5:30pm at Campbell-Savona 
11-27 5:30pm Keshequa
11-30 TBD C.G. Finney - GV Tourn.
12-01 TBD GV Tourn. TBD 
12-08 3:30pm Quicken Loans Arena/ 
    Cleveland, Ohio vs Scio 
12-12 7:30pm at Bolivar-Richburg
12-14 7:30pm Rochester Acad. Charter
12-18 7:30pm Belfast
12-20 7:30pm Allegany-Limestone 
12-27 5:45pm at J-T vs Bradford Area
12-28 TBD at J-T vs TBD
01-10 7:30pm at Fillmore
01-12 8:00pm Alfred State - Orvis 
    Center vs Prattsburgh
01-17 6:00pm Cuba-Rushford
01-25 7:30pm at Andover Tourn.
01-26 TBD at Andover Tourn.
01-28 7:00pm at Perry
02-01 7:30pm Fillmore
02-05 7:30pm at Cuba-Rushford 
02-07 7:30pm at Belfast 
02-09 2:30pm at Houghton Academy
02-13 7:30pm Bolivar-Richburg

Boys’ JV Basketball 
11-20 5:30pm at Campbell-Savona
11-27 5:30pm Keshequa
11-30 TBD GV Tourn. TBD
12-01 TBD GV Tourn. TBD
12-10 6:00pm at Scio 
12-12 6:00pm at Bolivar Richburg
12-14 6:00pm Eugenio Maria de Hostos
12-18 6:00pm Belfast
12-20 6:00pm Allegany-Limestone
12-27 2:30pm at J-T vs. Bradford Area
12-28 TBD at J-T vs. TBD
01-10  6:00pm at Fillmore 
01-17 6:00pm Cuba-Rushford
01-24 7:30pm at Andover
01-26 TBD at Andover vs. TBD
01-28 5:30pm at Perry
02-01 6:00pm Fillmore
02-05 6:00pm at Cuba-Rushford
02-07 6:00pm at Belfast 
02-13 6:00pm Bolivar-Richburg
 
Boys’ Modified Basketball 
12-13 6:15pm Andover
12-15 11:15am Wellsville
01-05 11:15am Scio
01-08 6:15pm at Cuba-Rushford
01-10 6:15pm at Whitesville
01-15 6:15pm at Hinsdale 
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On Saturday, September 29th, the Class of 2018 Genesee Valley Central School Wall of Fame was inducted during a brunch cer-
emony held in the cafeteria. It was a great opportunity for old friends and athletes to reconnect and reminisce. Inducted were: Bob 
Baker, Belmont Central coach; Bill Ross, Angelica Central Alumni; Ryan Smith, GVCS Class of 2000; 1978 Belmont Central Schools 
Softball Section V Class D Champions; 2004 Genesee Valley Central Schools Cheerleading Section V Class DD Champions. A plaque 
will be placed in the trophy hallway at GVCS and each individual was given a plaque. If you would like to view the program, you can  
find it on our GV website: www.genvalley.org. Thank you to family and friends who attended this event to recognize these deserving 
individuals.

Congratulations to our Wall of Fame Inductees!


